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(b) Early on the morning of 24 August 1969, the pilot of a base aircraft 
observed what he thought to be a helicopter, with folded rotor blades, on the 
ground approximately five miles north-northoast of Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai 
Air Force Base, He also reported seeing a large, omni -directional lights A 
Royal Tnai Army sweep of the area, met with negative results. Subsequent check#, 
-evur, disclosed that a roligioua procession passed through the general area 
during the samo time period and that the pilgrims qpuried with them two large 
ceremonial drums suspended between two long poles. One of the participants 
also carried a powerful electric lantern which, when an aircraft was noted 
circling overhead, he pointed skyward. 
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| 1, (C) Information contained in paragraph 2 below was provided by the 

{ Director of Intelligence, 56th Special Operations Wing, Nakhon Phanom Royal 
* Thai Air Force Base (RTAFB), Thailand. The source of tho information in para~ 
’ graph 3 ( 5I06-ASP-6J) is a resident of Ban Ram Rat, Nakhon Phanom Province 
I who has contributed in the past, but whose reliability is still unknown. The 
j cp^ributor of the information in paragraph 3, and source of the information 
1 i/r- para graph 4, (5106-ASP-6),ia a member of an official Thai agency who has 
i contributed in the neat, but whose reliability has not yet been fully 
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- -- " . , : , 2. : -u . .7, mn . lot Of a lixcdwing, 

, , ;c t ' V/-10. o' • ■ • • ..'.iden'Jf:*: object on the j 

. „ . vt of S. '-:>on f'r.anom HTkrb. At j 

i 5 »*rc: • f-yirwr objst a pursuant to I 

feet r«,., - *ad* - . .!«• toe OV-10 was or. final approacn 
*v,.' - ir -r • orbit:*-: ire l.r'ii’v’ area, and tr.e j.i‘.'ot observed j 
' * us*. . r . w* .-..rrtt.cnai on a wretch of road. j 

, .: . t .. , -, 3 -ci .ndivlduals gat'.: red around a | 

i *7 t .‘* •*„„ strusi j-w’ •» »*.' -id na*« been a ftelic pp'cr ■••tr its. 

| -r,v'r tluc^s fs.tc-cl '-.t obser. . ’J» abject oeing noved into trees 

, k ad >uc'-- * to the roan. Tn >ilot roc tor*. tut ««a *» Fixwpointed the 
' 5 locate 46 VE 652220. -It/ Security representatives subeequent^y 

1 a u vi sea tsat 0 swoop sf Uit sighting aroa, fros Bar. Ka Kan Hin (VE 668235) to 
! 3 the vicin.L/ of Bu 8 a* Rat (VS 60230), by nofal Thai kny (RTk> personnel 
j } between 0100 and 0400 nows, 24 August 19&9 produced ao results, nor Oig a 
' joint RTA-USA/ Security Police search at 1103 nours the aatfe oay. I OS I , 

. ? Evaluation re helicopter signiiag: F-5). j 

\ 3 ^ (c) 5106 -ISP- 6 J reported 'Jut oe the night of 23-24 August j. 969, soae J 

' >' twenty Thai National residents of baa Seng Ric (VS 632249/ reportedly j 

I i travelled to and from the Wat Si located in Baa Ran Rat 641280), tc| 

.j \ jwke an offering. This religious procession followed the country rose to Ban 
j l Raa Rit, passing through San hong »®» (VS 66K265J and Ban Ehok Sawang (VE j 
t 657278). On tbair return trip, between toe Fong Bus and Ban Sang Hin, neater., 
i -S o r the group noticed aa aircraft circling overhead. One of the villagers, who 
f i was carrying a portable electric lantern to light their path, ahinea his light* 

, , upward at the plane. Source ( 5 IO 6 -ASP- 0 J ) stated .that this indent occurred 
t sometime between 2400 hoars 23 August and 0100 hoi£*s 24 August 1969. (F-3) • 

1 c 

i 3 /. (C) In an effort to obtain furtner details, 51-'- ;.3P-o, supra, travelled 

j ? to Ban Sang Hin. where he questioned a villager (*.*1, who allegedly took part 
! f in the pilgrimage to »t Si Sa-at. This villager confimad the inforsation 
3 received fro* 51S6-ASP-6J, and provided the following additional details: 

■ J . a The religious procession left Ban Sang 3in at approximately 2000 hours, 
] 23 August 1969, arrived at the -at two hours later, and departed for home 
5 seain at 2330 hours. Enrouta, the villagers travelled along the country 
i road bo re or less in a single file. Soee carried flashlights to light the v*y,i 
l and at least one ri^ager carried a powerful electric lantern. On the return 
3 trip, the pilgrims carried with thee two large ceremonial drums. Due to the j 
I veignt of the drums, they wer*‘ «us, wnded be tw e en two long poles, with i 

l several persons supporting each pole. (F-3). 

b, ’•'her. tac procw-sioc was ncuripg home, between Ban Nong Bua and Ban 
i t Sang Hin, Members of the group observed an avrer-ft circling overhead, and j 
! 3 t»w vtilu jor with the electric lantern directed its beaa at the plane. ^ Wten , 

! f the plane continued tc circle, and began to coma lower, some ueuoors o:^ the , 

, l group bocaae fright*»od ana ran into the woods along the road. After t.ie ! 

■ aircraft la ft the area, the group continued on its way. arriving at Ban Sang . 
_j j Hin botwqen 0100 aisi 0130 hours, 24 August 1969. (F-3). (Sm attached 

( : sketch), 

1 | Operations Wing and 56th Security fralio* Squudroo, Nakhon Phano* RTAFB, upon 
! j receipt. 

! : (c) While the location of the pilot's sig^klag end the route ascribed to the 

•''■J rallgious prooession do not coincide pruciauly,- their proxinity and the 
* | 'coincidence of tUiag aakss it apperent thet the "helicopte r with folded 
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